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will not help if we do not have knowledge. Meditation is
possible only with the help of instruments and mind, and
these instruments and mind cannot take us beyond the
material world.7 Any hope of attaining Siva^ by meditation
without the aid of instruments is doomed to failure, for as
soon as the instruments are dispensed with, then the dark
state of ^evala sets in- Though meditation and other pre-
paratory stages may be dispensed with, jwna marga cannot
be ruled out if Siva is to be attained. The vedas, the Agamas
and Puranas proclaim that by.?na^a alone release is possible-8

Umapati Sivam says that this jwna is of two forms i.e.,
grace (Uruvarui) and Saivagamas which deal with the grace
of the Lord. Grace helps the soul to remove the evil effects
of mala. While mala itself is eternal, its evil effects, can be
removed- One who studies, xhe ^ivagamas, gets th6 knowledge
about the three entities Pan, PaSii and Pas^. Madurai Sivapra"
kasar commenting on the verse 10 ^p.45) says that the jnana
of the three authors of Tevaram and Karaikkal Ammaiyar is
tiruvatui jnana and the jndna of the teachers, beginning from
Nandi Deva* who get knowledge through the Saivagamas,
belongs to the second type. He also quotes two verses from the
Si'vajnaw Siddhiydr (Svapaksa pdyiram 4 and parapaksa 10)
for supporting his view- The first verse mentioned above states
that some love Siva (without the help of books) due to their pre-
vious good deeds and Siva gives them salvation. The other verse
states that Arul Nandi Sivam expounds the SivajMna Siddhiydr
to those who want to know the means of attaining the feet
of the Lord and not to those who are well-versed in the Saiva-
gamas or to those who are steeped in complete ignorance. The
subject was first taught to Nandi Deva by Lord Siva and Nandi
Deva in turn imparted the teaching to sanatkunwa. Following
the guidance given by Madurai Sivaprakasar, it is clear that the
experiences of the Tevaram teachers are important in Saiva
Siddhanta. We may take the clue in verse 7 of the Sivaprakasam
for this fact- (perunul Coona arattirandl vifaivoday SP 7).
Here perurifil includes the Tevaram, besides denoting the